ELPHS Funding: Essential for local health departments, ensuring they
have the resources to protect public health. Funding supports these vital
services such as infectious disease prevention, sexually transmitted
infection (STI) control and prevention, food protection, on-site private
public water protection, on-site sewage disposal management,
immunizations, and hearing and vision screenings for children.
Cost-Effective: Every dollar allocated to ELPHS has a return on investment

that reduces the total dollars spent by taxpayers.

Flexible Funding Equals Local Control: Flexible funding allows local
health departments to decide where to spend resources based on locally
identified needs.

Consequences of Reduced Funding: A decrease in ELPHS funding would

Addressing Health Where It Starts threaten access to services, weaken our ability to respond to public health
emergencies, increase health disparities, harm the environment, and place
your communities at significant future health risks.

Social Determinants of Health (SDOH): Such as housing, education, and
access to healthcare and food, play a crucial role in influencing an
individual's health outcomes.

Community Health Workers (CHW): Are trusted members in your
community. They bridge the gap between healthcare providers and the
community to ensure better access to care and support. The Community
Connections program uses CHWs to link residents to local resources.
Impact: In 2024, the Community Connections program facilitated over
6,300 referrals across multiple Social Determinants of Health (SDoH) hubs
resulting in 3,436 connections with essential services like healthcare
coverage, transportation, and employment assistance.

Without Sustainable Funding: This program will struggle to continue
connecting residents with critical resources, reducing health disparities,
improving overall community well-being, and saving valuable tax payer
dollars by reducing Medicaid costs.

Learn more about this valuable resource for your constituents by
visiting northernmichiganchir.org.

Oral Health in Rural Communities: Barriers to accessing dental care in
Northern Lower Michigan includes lack of access to dentists, high cost,
larger elderly populations, lack of dental insurance, and provider
shortages who accept Medicaid. Because very few private dental
providers accept Medicaid, safety net dental clinics like Dental Clinics
North (DCN) and My Community Dental Centers (MCDC) are often the
only options for low-income residents.

Impact Without Increased Funding: Residents in Northern Lower
Michigan will face dental neglect due to provider shortages. Lack of
access to care can lead to increased oral health problems such as tooth
loss, cavities, and gum disease, which over time, directly impacts overall
health, such as heart attack, stroke, and diabetes, to name only a few. In
addition, Medicaid cost will rise due to preventable emergency
department visits.

Thank you for supporting the health and wellbeing of your constituents!
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https://northernmichiganchir.org/community-connections/

